
CAMBRIA COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
 

TO:  Board of Directors      AGENDA NO. 7.C. 
       
FROM: John F. Weigold, IV, General Manager 
  Carlos Mendoza, Facilities & Resources Manager 
 
Meeting Date: October 20, 2022  Subject: Discussion and Consideration of 

Acquisition of Land Conservancy Lot in 
Fern Canyon and Adoption of 
Resolution 70-2022 Authorizing 
Acceptance of the Lot 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Staff recommends that the Board of Directors discuss and consider approving a Real Property 
Transfer Agreement (“Agreement”) with the Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo County 
(LCSLO) for the transfer of one lot (APN 023-341-065), subject to District Counsel’s approval, 
and adoption of Resolution 70-2022 authorizing acceptance of the lot. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  
The lot is not currently on the annual weed abatement program. The lot has some aging 
Monterey Pine trees, invasive plants and has accumulation of fuel loads. In the future, funds will 
be required to address these issues.  
  
DISCUSSION: 
In June 2017, the Board of Directors entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 
LCSLO for the Transfer Development Credits Lot Retirement Program (TDC Program). Under 
the MOU, LCSLO will acquire parcels by donation or purchase from landowners and immediately 
transfer the parcels to CCSD. CCSD then encumbers the parcels with a conservation easement 
in favor of LCSLO, effectively retiring all development rights on the property. LCSLO has 
identified a landowner that wishes to donate an eligible lot to LCSLO and will provide the 
Agreement to facilitate the transfer, which is subject to District Counsel’s approval. The 
Agreement will transfer the lot from LCSLO to the CCSD and memorialize the process described 
above.  
 
The North Coast Area Plan (NCAP) contains provisions relating to LCSLO’s promotion of the 
TDC Program, as well as implementation of the CCSD’s Buildout Reduction Program (BRP) 
through the acquisition of vacant lots and retirement of development rights. The TDC Program 
voluntarily retires lots within designated sensitive resource areas of Monterey Pine Forest 
Habitat by recording a conservation easement or other document on the property. The building 
potential of the retired lot is then transferred to a buildable lot outside of the CCSD’s service area 
to allow for development of dwellings with a larger square footage than would otherwise be 
allowed by planning area standards. LCSLO manages the program, coordinating land purchases 
or donations with lot owners and turning the land over to the CCSD for long term management. 
 
The TDC Program was established in the late 1980s as a way to address concerns over the 
development of antiquated and substandard lots in Cambria. Several thousand parcels created 
in the 1920s and 1930s are located on densely forested and steeply sloped lands. Rapid 
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development threatened the rare Monterey Pine Forest and presented erosion and 
sedimentation concerns, as well as further straining the area’s already limited water supply. 
The lot is located on Camborne Place in the Fern Canyon Preserve as shown on the attached 
assessor’s parcel map. LCSLO indicates this lot has a high ecological value and is worth retiring 
through the TDC Program. Staff inspected the lot and did not find any hazards. The CCSD owns 
several lots surrounding the property as shown in the assessor’s parcel map. There will not be 
an immediate maintenance cost to the lot as it is currently not on the annual weed abatement 
program; however, if the CCSD wishes to address the invasive plants and the accumulation of 
fuel loads there will be an associated cost to this, which would be paid out of the General Fund. 
This transaction will also help implement the BRP. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments:  Resolution 70-2022 
   Assessor’s Parcel Map 
   Photos of APN 023-341-065 
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Resolution 70-2022 
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RESOLUTION NO. 70-2022 
October 20, 2022 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF  
CAMBRIA COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

AUTHORIZING THE GENERAL MANAGER TO ACCEPT BY 
 GRANT DEED ONE (1) LOT (APN: 023-341-065) HELD BY  

THE LAND CONSERVANCY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY AND 
TO EXECUTE RELATED DOCUMENTS  

WHEREAS, the Cambria Community Services District, is a special services district 
organized and existing pursuant to California law; and 

WHEREAS, the Cambria Community Services District has made it a priority to reduce the 
potential future demand for District water; and 

WHEREAS, the town of Cambria is characterized by its rare Monterey Pine forest; and 

WHEREAS, the Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo County, a non-profit organization, 
has been active in retiring vacant lots in Cambria for over thirty years, and is thereby 
simultaneously both reducing the District’s potential future demand for water and protecting 
the Monterey Pine forest; and 

WHEREAS, one of the long-term goals of the Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo 
County’s lot acquisition program in Cambria is for those lots to ultimately go into public 
ownership; and 

WHEREAS, once the lots have been transferred into public ownership, they will be protected 
by a Conservation Easement in favor of the Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Cambria 
Community Services District as follows: 

1. The General Manager is authorized and directed to accept by grant deed from
the Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo County the real property described
in Exhibit “A,” attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference.

2. The General Manager or his or her designee is hereby authorized to execute
any document necessary, including a Conservation Easement encumbering
the property, and to take any other reasonably necessary action to
consummate the transaction contemplated herein.

[Remainder of page left intentionally blank.] 
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The foregoing Resolution was adopted at a Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
Cambria Community Services District held on October 20, 2022. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 20th day of October, 2022. 
 
 
            
      Donn Howell 
      President, Board of Directors 
 
  
ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
            
Leah Reedall     Timothy J. Carmel 
District Clerk     District Counsel 
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EXHIBIT A 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

 
ALL THAT REAL PROPERTY SITUATED IN THE UNINCORPORATED AREA OF THE 
COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, KNOWN AS A VACANT LOT 
IN CAMBRIA, THE LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF WHICH IS SET FORTH BELOW. 
 
PARCEL ONE: CAMBRIA PINES MANOR, UNIT 2, BLOCK 36, LOTS 13 & 14. 
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109 Yellow= CCSD Lots Currently Owned 

Green= Proposed Lot 023-341-065 



PICTURES OF LOT 023-341-065 IN FERN CANYON PRESERVE 
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