
CAMBRIA FOREST COMMITTEE 

TO CONSERVE AND MANAGE THE NATIVE FOREST OF CAMBRIA 

Minutes, August 10, 2016 

Cambria Rabobank, 1070 Main Street 

  

The meeting began with guest speaker Dr. Sarah Bisbing, assistant professor, Forest Ecology & 

Silviculture, NRES Department at California Polytechnic State University. She spoke on 

research report, Integrating social & ecological needs when managing endemic species: A case 

study of Cambria's Pinus radiata forest, written by Dr. Bisbing and two graduate students, Kevin 

Hurt, and Matt Terzes. Her PowerPoint presentation is posted on the Forest Committee web site. 

About 50 people attended.  

 

The business meeting was held after Dr. Bisbing's talk. A Quorum was established by attendance 

of Crosby and Laura Swartz, Connie Gannon, Julie Jorgenson, JoEllen Butler, and Christine 

Heinrichs. Nancy Anderson, Ann Cichowski, Vari MacNeil, and Kathe Tanner of The Cambrian 

also attended.  

 

Minutes of the July Meeting were approved with minor revisions. 

 

Treasurer's Report: Laura Swartz reported no changes from July: All bills are paid and the 

balance is $2,149.98, including $495.13 of the Community Council grant. 

  

Sub-Committee Reports 
        

       Website Report: Christine will connect with Vari to get the At Home in the Forest 

brochure in a format that will be downloadable from the web site. 

         

       Forest Management: Information for Dr Douglas Piirto speech to Cambria Lions Club: 

Christine will contact Dr. Piirto again and ascertain whether he needs audio-visual equipment for 

the September 27 Lions Club meeting, 6 pm at the Joslyn Center.  

 

       Fiscalini Ranch Preserve Fuel Reduction and Forest Restoration Project: JoEllen 

Butler reported no work is going on because all the Cal Fire personnel are off fighting fires. She 

has planned a seed collection day September 17, 9-noon, to be led by Holly Sletteland. They will 

discuss the ethics of collecting in the wild and how to process and store the seed. 

 

       Strawberry Canyon Dead Tree Removal Project: Connie Gannon reported that Buddy 

Campos has completed five days of the ten-day work project. He is clearing a total of 50 feet 

around the trails. Erosion control is included. More planting will be done, probably in the spring. 

The work is being paid for by $23,000 from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Grant 

 

New Business 
 

       Discussion about Cambria Community Wildfire Protection Plan: All Forest Committee 

members have been sent electronic copies and are asked to review it prior to the September 

meeting for discussion. Connie Gannon raised questions as to whether incorrect data has been 



included because the plan was written by Cal Poly students who based their conclusions for the 

entire forest only on Liemert and did not talk to Greenspace or FFRP. No formal comment 

period was held to solicit comment.   

 

Unfinished Business 
 

        Discussion of Weed Abatement Program in Forest Preserve:  Crosby Swartz 

continues to work with Fire Chief Hollingsworth and Fire Engineer Ryan Maloney to get lots 

properly identified and improve weed abatement practices to reduce invasive weeds and 

encourage growth of native plants. 

 

      The Tree Mortality Task Force: Connie Gannon reported that it is an organization of 

counties and other government agencies. Cambria does not need to be a member to participate in 

grant funding. Supervisor Bruce Gibson has met with Assembly Member Katcho Achadjian and 

State Senator Bill Monning to discuss applying for grant funding. 

 

Public comment: 
Connie Gannon reported that in the Fire Safe Focus Group meeting CSD Director Greg Sanders 

suggested that all dead trees be designated as Public Nuisances. Dan Turner cautioned that 

declaring public nuisances without funding to address them could have unintended 

consequences. 

 

Agenda Items for September: 
Ann Cichowski suggested that the Forest Committee explore the possibility of having Monterey 

Pine recognized as an Endangered Species. Dr. Bisbing noted in her talk that Monterey Pine is 

one of the few plants on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. 

  

Adjourned at 9:10 pm. 

 

Next Meeting September 14, 2016 

   

 


